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COPERTINE 2023

Nel 2023 Urbanistica Informazioni docu-
menta ricerche e sperimentazioni inno-
vative di pratiche di valorizzazione del-
lo spazio pubblico attraverso il servizio
culturale della danza, confermano I'at-
tualita e trasversalita del tema stesso.

La Fondazione Nazionale della Danza / Aterballetto,
ci offre frammenti estratti dal percorso che ha svilup-
pato tra il 2020 e il 2022, ovvero il dialogo tra la perfor-
mance live e il paesaggio urbano, all'interno di un piu
ampio quadro di connessione con i processi di rigene-
razione urbana.

Attraverso percorsi di riscoperta e differente narrazio-
ne di aree urbane, spazi pubbilici e luoghi storici, la po-
tenza evocativa del linguaggio del corpo permette di
innescare processi di audience engagement significativi
nell’avvicinare nuovi utenti alla fruizione culturale, at-
tivando processi generativi di collaborazioni e co-pro-
gettazioni all'interno dei diversi contesti territoriali.
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a cura di Adriano Bisello

European Council of Spatial Planners
Conseil européen des Urbanistes

Spatial planners as the guardians of the future of Europe: tenacity and ambition in an
era of uncertainty and complexity

Janet Askew

The European Council of Spatial Planners
(ECTP-CEU) represents planners and sta-
keholders across the 46 countries of the
Council of Europe, enabling debates about
the trends and activities of planning. The
ECTP-CEU’s Charter of European Planning’
sets out substantial principles which seek
to be embraced by all those within gover-
nments central and local, agencies, civil
society, academics, NGOs and the private
sector. The main criterion for membership
is that any organisation which recognises,
practises, and supports spatial planning as
a distinct discipline can join the ECTP-CEU,
which provides its members with an insight
into how planning is faring across Europe.

Planning affects everyone. Arguably, it had
its strongest hour during the 20th century,
when most European countries were establi-
shing planning systems, not always out of
expediency to deal with the aftermath of

war, partition, and invasion, but also in re-
sponse to rapid urbanisation and industria-
lisation during the 19th and 20th centuries.
Inevitably, the new planners learnt from the
other professions of the built and natural
environments and from long-established
planning methods in nearby countries, con-
textualising their own systems within indivi-
dual identities and national issues. Despite
acknowledging a locally distinctive appro-
ach, the ECTP-CEU unites planners under a
common vision.

What are the current issues facing spatial
planners? Reform is a constant. It is embed-
ded in a global world where the pressures of
the free market demand more privatisation
of public assets, when planning is rightly
a function of the state. Fears exist in many
countries that planning is being undermi-
ned by corruption and the shift to neolibera-
lism. Through participating in research and

Centenary of the Society of Polish Town Planners

Tomasz Majda

Poland regained its freedom after more than
a hundred years of partitions after World War
I, but military and diplomatic struggles for
the country’s borders continued throughout
almost the entire interwar period - especial-
ly dramatically on the eastern border, ini-
tially with Russian tsarist and then commu-
nist troops. Resisting external threats were
accompanied by the reconstruction of the

156 | urbanistica INFORMAZIONI

country’s potential after several times pas-
sing the front during the war, but above all
after building the experience of several ge-
nerations functioning in different political,
economic, and legal orders. The greatest
economic potential and self-government or-
ganization existed in the German partition,
while in Russia and Austria, the partitioning
powers did not invest in any infrastructure,

exemplary practice, the ECTP-CEU strives to
persuade governments and communities of
the benefits of good planning in the public
interest. With its unique position in having
access to planners in so many countries, the
ECTP-CEU is pleased to share its ideas throu-
gh this column in Urbanistica Informazioni
by inviting members to inform and educate
through the pages of this journal. It starts
with an article celebrating the centenary of
the TUP - the Polish Association of Planners
- bringing to readers the remarkable history
of the tenacity of planning in Poland. That
the Polish planners have sustained their
practice during the past 100 years offers
hope for innovative planning in an increa-
singly complex and uncertain future. i

Footnotes
1 httpsy/ectp-ceueu/2013-the-charter-of-european-planning/

and additionally in the Russian partition all
decisions were made by the distant and cen-
tralized tsarist administration. It was the in-
dustrial revolution period, so the deliberate
limitation of local social activity, including
investment opportunities, led to a drama-
tic humanitarian situation in dynamically
growing cities.

In this situation, on January 31, 1923, a group


https://ectp-ceu.eu/2013-the-charter-of-european-planning/

of 10 architects signed an act establishing
the Society of Polish Town Planners (TUP)
at the Faculty of Architecture of the Warsaw
University of Technology. During the par-
titions, they gained various professional
experiences throughout Europe, and when
establishing the Society, they represented 3
institutions: the University, the City (Warsaw
City Regulation Office), and the State (City
Regulation Department of the Ministry of
Public Works). Such a composition defined
the profile of the Society’s activities. Among
the goals listed in the Statute, there was
scientific and consulting work and the dis-
semination of knowledge in society. One of
the duties of each member was to deliver
at least one paper or publish a scientific pa-
per in a three-year cycle. On the other hand,
a prominent place in the activities of the
Society was occupied by professional issues
related to the redefinition of the concept of
contemporary urban planning, but also with
pressing social needs. Therefore, there were
numerous urban design competitions orga-
nized jointly with individual municipal units,
but also cooperation with the Association
of Polish Cities within the permanent Urban
Planning Commission established in 1930.

The most pressing social need, however, was
the issue of housing. In 1925, the Society
becomes a member of the International
Federation for Town & Country Planning
and Garden Cities (IFHP), and in 1929 it
co-creates the Polish Society for Housing
Reform, as a section of the International
Housing Association, whose vice-president
was Teodor Toeplitz, member of the board
of the TUP. He was also a promoter of coo-
perative construction in Poland and co-foun-
der of the pioneering Warsaw Housing
Cooperative founded in 1921. Its aim was
to build cheap, mass, and functional hou-
sing, fulfilling social and cultural functions
and addressed to workers and the poor in-
telligentsia. It became a laboratory of new
organizational, financial, social, functional,
and material techniques. Due to the lack of
funds after the completion of the first hou-
sing colony, the second and some later co-
lonies were financed by a direct loan from
the Banca Commerciale Italiana negotiated
as part of a loan to the Polish government.
The Faculty of Architecture was involved in
these later projects, including Barbara and
Stanistaw Brukalski and Helena and Szymon
Syrkus, members of the TUP also forming the
avant-garde group Praesens and belonging
to Les Congres Internationaux d'Architecture

Moderne (CIAM). Szymon Syrkus represen-
ted Poland in CIAM from 1928, also in the
Executive Committee (CIRPAC), until its dis-
solution 20 years later. Helena Syrkus held
various functions at CIAM, e.g. simultaneou-
sly translating the Athens Charter, because
the proceedings of the 4th Congress were
held in three languages, and after World
War I, taking the position of vice-president.
During the 2nd CIAM Congress, Poland pre-
sented projects of housing cooperatives
from several cities, and after the Congress,
the’smallest apartment’exhibition was orga-
nized in one of the buildings of the Warsaw
Housing Cooperative.

The issue of regional planning and, at the
same time, the relationship between spatial
and economic planning appeared in inter-
nal discussions of the TUP in 1928, reflecting
the association’s interest in large-scale pro-
blems as well. Probably the most famous lar-
ge-scale project was the Functional Warsaw
by Jan O. Chmielewski and Szymon Syrkus.
The interdisciplinary concept on a local scale
was derived from analyzes on an interconti-
nental, European, and national scale. It took
into account factors that remained constant
in the foreseeable future, and when pro-
posing a functional and spatial structure, it
recognized the schedule of successive deve-
lopment. The 5th Congress of CIAM in 1934
adopted the project of Functional Warsaw
as a methodological basis for the develop-
ment of analogous problems by groups
from other countries. The accuracy of the
design solutions can be proven by the fact
that the boundaries of the Warsaw Province,
despite the change in the socio-economic
system, were set after World War Il in accor-
dance with the range of Functional Warsaw,
and the current settlement structure is con-
sistent with the one designed 90 years ago.
In addition to the plans of 11 regional plan-
ning districts organized until 1937, TUP po-
stulated (from 1933) the creation of a plan
for the development of the entire country,
but the War interrupted the work, and after
the War, Poland again found itself in other
borders and an imposed foreign system.
The death of 40% of TUP members du-
ring World War Il and the dominance of
communist economic planning over long-
term spatial planning caused a change in
practice in Poland till the end of the 1960s.
However, it was a period of theory deve-
lopment. Bolestaw Malisz published “The
Theory of Threshold Analysis as a Tool in
Urban and Regional Planning” (1963), the

method which is still used in the practice of
world planning studios. At the same time,
the Warsaw Optimization method was de-
veloped: a formalized method of two-stage
development of plans, based on minimizing
inputs and maximizing the effects of the di-
stribution of urban public investments. Later
on, Kazimierz Wejchert, by building the new
city of Nowe Tychy, developed the ‘theory of
elements of urban composition;, which beca-
me one of the foundations of teaching urban
design in Poland. It differs from Kevin Lynch’s
theory in that it is a practical toolkit.

Due to the limited possibilities of internatio-
nal cooperation from behind the Iron Curtain,
but at the same time a high opinion of Polish
experience related to reconstruction after
war damage, Polish urban planners took
part in the work of the United Nations. Adolf
Ciborowski became the chief director of the
UN program for the reconstruction of Skopje
in Macedonia after the earthquake in 1963,
and then he was an adviser on spatial plan-
ning to the UN Secretariat. On behalf of the
UN, Polish teams led the reconstruction of
Skopje, Chimbote in Peru after the 1970 ear-
thquake; Bogdan Wyporek was the head of
the international team of UN experts in Libya
and the general designer of Libya's natio-
nal plan, the coordinator of UN projects in
the countries of East Africa and the Middle
East at the UN-Habitat Center. Polish urban
planners also won the main prizes in many
urban competitions, e.g. for the center of
Leopoldville, Espoo near Helsinki, the deve-
lopment of the Tronchetto island in Venice,
or New Belgrade.

From a small and rather exclusive Society
of experienced urban planners, TUP has
transformed into an extensive union or-
ganization with regional representations
and horizontal problem sections. The early
1990s marked the beginning of a period of
democratic changes in Poland. For the first
time since 1945, conditions were created
for expanding international cooperation.
Already in 1990, TUP organized the 26th
ISOCARP Congress in Warsaw, and in 1993
the IFHP Congress. In 1991, TUP joined the
ECTP-CEU and became the only association
from outside the EU to become a member of
the Council. TUP participated in the develop-
ment of the New Athens Charter and a guide
for novice urban planners entitled “Try This
Way". The first general meeting outside the
EU in the history of the ECTP-CEU was held
in 2001 in Warsaw and was combined with
a conference entitled “Consequences of EU
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enlargement for spatial planning and spatial
planning in EU candidate countries”. The fol-
lowing year, TUP was accepted as a full mem-
ber of the Council, and the president of TUP,
Bogdan Wyporek was elected vice-president
of the Council. In the meantime, along with
the change in the socio-economic system in
Poland, state design offices were abandoned
and a commercial market for planning servi-
ces was introduced. It was the beginning of
the decrease in the number of members of
the Society, sealed by the creation of a pro-
fessional self-government - the Chamber of
Urban Planners in 2003, which also took over
the membership in the ECTP-CEU two years
after Poland’s accession to the EU in 2004.
In 2014, however, the Parliament dissolved
the Chamber of Urban Planners, which re-
sulted in another extension of the scope of
the Society’s activities, e.g. for professional
advice, but also increased its internatio-
nal activities. In addition to international
workshops of various nature organized by
TUP members, including those associated
with ISOCARP and international sessions in
Congresses, the TUP also co-organized the
jubilee 50th ISOCARP Congress in Gdynia in
2014. Many members of the Society served
as vice-presidents of ISOCARP - Piotr Lorens
being the longest.

In recent years, TUP has cooperated, among
others, in the organization of the UN World
Urban Forum, which took place in Katowice
in 2022, and a few months later, and just
three months before its centenary, at the
September ECTP-CEU General Assembly in
Bratislava, TUP was re-admitted as a member
of the Council, closing a certain bracket while
opening a new century of its activities. [l
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IN/FINITO. UN PROGETTO DI DANZA E FOTOGRAFIA PER SPAZI URBANI, NATURALI O STORICI
Fondazione Nazionale della Danza / Aterballetto — Centro Coreografico nazionale, Reggio Emilia

In/Finito &il primo progetto al quale Gigi Cristoforetti, a pochi mesi dal suo insediamento come direttore della FND/Aterballetto, affida il compito
di trovare una relazione profonda e ragionata con altri linguaggi artistici, e di rapportarsi con luoghi e spazi di una citta o di un paesaggio,
e non solo con i teatri. Tutto nasce dall'intenzione di attribuire completa liberta e autonomia alla creazione di danza e a quella artistica (in
questo caso, fotografica), per arrivare ad una sintesi solo al termine del processo creativo, mettendo in relazione uno sguardo sulla citta
contemporanea (paesaggio o monumenti, periferie o spazi naturali) che il fotografo mette a fuoco liberamente, collocandovi il danzatore come
detonatore di emozioni e percezioni. La performance di danza € mostrata al pubblico solo alla fine, accostata con le fotografie gia organizzate
in esposizione. Lidea progettuale e di mettere a confronto la dimensione - effimera per definizione — del movimento danzato con la fissita della
sua rappresentazione fotografica, che coglie per sempre un singolo istante. Due diversi modi di pensare il corpo, di metterlo in dialogo non solo
con lo spazio e il tempo, ma anche con l'occhio dello spettatore. Il progetto: 6 giovani coreografi hanno creato delle brevi performance di circa
6 minuti per 6 diversi danzatori della compagnia Aterballetto. Le coreografie sono affidate di volta in volta a fotografi differenti, che le collocano
liberamente nello spazio, chiamati a dar vita ad un'esposizione nella quale i corpi dei danzatori sprofondano in un paesaggio urbano o naturale.
Lesperimento nasce a Reggio Emilia nel 2018, in collaborazione con Fondazione Palazzo Magnani/Fotografia Europea, e il successo lo porta in
seguito a Capri (2018), Bologna (2018), Atene (2019), Milano (2019), Parigi (2020) e Tunisi (2022).

In/Finito a Reggio Emilia, 2018

Le foto straordinarie di Toni Thorimbert non colgono solo i corpi dei danzatori della compagnia Aterballetto, ma anche luoghi conosciuti o
sorprendenti di Reggio Emilia. Il corpo, e ancor pil il corpo danzante, ha la capacita di trasformare la percezione dello spazio nel quale viene
visto. Uno spazio degradato si puo trasfigurare, cosi come in uno spazio aulico si possono aggiungere stratificazioni di senso piu contemporaneo.
Le estetiche si mescolano, le emozioni si articolano e si frammentano a seconda dello sguardo del fotografo. Un singolo frame di danza in
quest’ottica ha una risonanza al tempo stesso finita e infinita. Le 6 coreografie sono state eseguite e fotografate in spazi suggestivi della citta: il
colonnato del Teatro Municipale Valli, la Sala Planisfero della Biblioteca Panizzi, la sala Vallisneri dei Musei Civici, il sottopassaggio della stazione
centrale, il Vicolo delle Rose, i Chiostri di San Pietro. Viene cosi introdotta una necessaria riflessione sull'identita multipla e sfaccettata della
citta contemporanea, infinitamente piu articolata di quanto si trovi a vivere ogni singola categoria sociale. Da qui ha preso vita l'esposizione
fotografica "Come non ci fosse un domani. La danza immagina la citta’, presentata all'interno di Fotografia Europea dal 22 aprile al 19 maggio
2018. Ma c’e stato un secondo livello percettivo. Nello spazio espositivo allestito a Palazzo da Mosto, nelle giornate di inaugurazione e di chiusura
della mostra, i performer si sono trovati rinchiusi con un piccolo pubblico ed hanno eseguito nuovamente, stavolta con le foto alle spalle, la
loro piccola coreografia. Cosi davanti agli occhi degli spettatori si sono duplicati quei frame ormai resi perenni dall'obiettivo del fotografo e al
pubblico é stata data la possibilita di trovare un duplice punto di vista e un duplice approccio emotivo ed estetico alle stesse immagini.

https://www.fndaterballetto.it/scheda-produzione/in-finito/
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FND/Aterballetto - In/Finito

Grace Lyell in Maudit cor. Diego Tortelli

Sala Planisfero, Biblioteca Panizzi, Reggio Emilia
Foto Toni Thorimbert (2018)

Dal 2022 la Fondazione Nazionale della Danza /
Aterballetto e diventata, per riconoscimento del
Ministero della Cultura, il primo e unico Centro
Coreografico Nazionale in Italia. Dialogo con altre
discipline (teatro, musica live, fotografia, arte
pubblica), progettazione articolata, produzione

di spettacoli di vari formati, attenzione ai maestri
della coreografia come ai giovani di ogni orizzonte
culturale: queste sono le caratteristiche oggi assunte
dalla FND/Aterballetto. Al centro c'e la compagnia
Aterballetto, che da oltre 40 anni produce spettacoli
di orizzonti diversi ed € attivissima in tournée
internazionali. La FND/Aterballetto si propone di
stimolare la diffusione di una cultura della danza e
della sua connessione con altri ambiti della societa
contemporanea, in Italia e all'estero.

Direttore generale e artistico: Gigi Cristoforetti
www.fndaterballetto.it
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